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of	prescribed,	societal	expectations.	Daphne	A.	Brooks’	Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular 






Bodies in Dissent stands	out	as	a	unique	study	that	adds	to	the	scholarship	in	performance	







Immigrant Acts	(1996),	W.	E.	B.	Du	Bois’	definition	of	double	consciousness	in	Souls of 


























































	 In	a	 twist	on	accounts	of	 the	surprise	and	wonder	which	Europeans	experienced	
on	their	arrival	in	the	New	World,	Vaughan	allows	us	to	see	the	same	emotions	from	an	











































































































































































































	 The	fourteen	essays	in	Representations of Death in Nineteenth-Century U.S. Writ-











































































	 The	 author’s	 discussion	 of	 elite	white	women	who	 supported	 the	movement	 is	
particularly	insightful.	Margaret	Mercer,	the	cousin	of	the	Society’s	founder,	was	typi-
cal	of	the	evangelical	women	whose	gentry	origins	provided	them	with	insight	into	the	









































































	 Like	James	McPherson’s	What They Fought For, 1861-1865	(1994),	Sheehan-Dean	
















In	 essence,	 according	 to	Sheehan-Dean,	 the	Civil	War	was	 sustained	by	Confederate	
soldiers’	ability	to	adapt	and	transform	their	sense	of	purpose	(187).




















of	 the	magazine’s	 imperialist	 ideology	 in	 Julie	Tuason’s	“The	 Ideology	of	Empire	 in	
National Geographic Magazine’s	coverage	of	the	Philippines,	1889–1908”	(1999);	of	
the	society’s	promotion	of	male	explorers	in	Lisa	Bloom’s	Gender on Ice (1993);	of	its	
production	and	distribution	of	maps	in	Susan	Schulten’s	The Geographical Imagination 
in America, 1880–1950	(2001);	and	of	its	portrayals	of	Middle-Eastern	women	in	Linda	
Steet’s	Veils and Daggers	(2003).	As	with	Howard	S.	Abramson’s	National Geographic: 































































































	 Lerner	details	 the	failed	attempts	by	Albany	 lawmakers	and	city	 leaders	 to	stem	






























	 Chapters	on	 the	anti-immigrant	 impulses	 in	 the	prohibition	movement,	women’s	
involvement	in	temperance	and	prohibition,	and	a	chapter	on	rent	parties	and	the	“Hooch	
Joints	in	Harlem”	are	the	liveliest	in	Dry Manhattan,	but	they	also	underscore	a	weak-























William	Randolph	Hearst’s	New York Journal	and	Joseph	Pulitzer’s	New York World;	the	
nascent	objectivity	of	Adolph	Ochs’	New York Times;	and	the	literary	journalism	approach	


































































The Dewey Experiment in China,	Randall	Stross’s	The Stubborn Earth,	Xiao-hong	Shen’s	




















































sion	to	well-known	territory	in	ethnic	and	film	studies.	Films	such	as	The Adventures of 
Dollie,	The Lonely Villa,	A Woman Scorned,	and	Unseen Enemy,	argues	Courtney, attempt	
168
to	visually	mark	the	assumed	threat	of	difference to	white	bourgeois	womanhood,	and	her	
re-readings	of	the	more	familiar	racialized	narratives	of	The Girls and Daddy	and	Birth 




































	 Since	 the	 publication	 of	Kathy	Peiss’	Cheap Amusements: Working Women and 
Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York,	 the	 idea	of	 treating	has	profoundly	 shaped	
our	understanding	of	courtship	and	the	rise	of	commercial	leisure.	But	there	has	been	no	
sustained	study	of	the	practice	until	the	publication	of	Elizabeth	Alice	Clement’s	Love for 
























































	 Sutton E. Griggs and the Struggle Against White Supremacy	 begins	with	 very	
useful	cultural	and	biographical	background	on	Griggs,	and	then	proceeds	to	readings	
of	 individual	 texts	and	significant	eras	of	Griggs’s	 life	and	 thought.	Although	a	great	
deal	of	attention	is	devoted	to	Griggs’s	most	famous	novel,	Imperium in Imperio,	 the	
manuscript	 is	 devoted	ultimately	 to	 looking	beyond	Griggs’s	fiction	 to	his	 important	
but	generally	ignored	nonfictional	writings.	At	times,	Coleman	paints	with	rather	broad	
strokes	when	addressing	cultural	and	literary	contexts,	but	he	portrays	Griggs’s	life	and	

























a	death	knell	for	the	genre.	But	as	Ezra	Cappell	in	his	text	American Talmud: The Cultural 































































is	often	useless.	Cindy	Patton’s	Cinematic Identity: Anatomy of a Problem Film	wildly	
swings	between	these	parameters.	The	primary	strength	of	this	volume	is	Patton’s	intrigu-



































	 Eve	Golden’s	Ragtime Revolution is	the	first	full-length	biography	of	Vernon	and	













































































































































































































	 For	 reasons	unexplained,	 some	of	 the	classic	films	of	 the	era	 are	 either	missing	
entirely	or	only	briefly	mentioned.	These	include	Manchurian Candidate	(1962),	Fail-
Safe	(1964),	The Bedford Incident	(1964),	Deer Hunter	(1978),	Apocalypse Now	(1979),	
and	most	inexplicably	of	all	Dr. Strangelove: Or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and 





























































	 The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory	deserves	credit	for	its	meticulous	









































	 In	Generation on Fire,	Jeff	Kisseloff,	a	journalist	who	has	written	oral	histories	of	


































































































































Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland,	 for	example—that	reaches	for	
the	origins	of	postwar	political	culture	in	the	period	well	before	1968,	and	partly	in	the	
limitations	of	the	very	Cold	War	Liberalism	that	Hodgson	implicitly	celebrates.	

















































































































 Soul Covers	 is	 a	welcome	contribution	 to	 the	growing	body	of	 interdisciplinary	
critical	work	on	soul	music	of	the	60s	and	70s.	The	book	is,	as	the	author	states,	“clearly	
and	intentionally	the	product	of	a	scholar	of	literature”	(xviii)	and	applies	the	principle	
of	 intertextuality	 to	Aretha	Franklin’s,	Al	Green’s,	 and	Phoebe	Snow’s	 “remakes”	of	
well	known	R&B	songs.	Devoting	fairly	equal	sections	to	each	singer,	Awkward	dem-





one	album	by	each	singer:	Franklin’s	Unforgettable: A Tribute to Dinah Washington,	









































































	 Eithne	Quinn’s	exceptionally	executed	study,	Nuthin’ but a “G” Thang: The Culture 
























through	an	 incisive	 interpretation	of	 an	 Ice	Cube	malt	 liquor	 “advert”	 and	 that	 same	




















and	conflicted	forms,	Nuthin’ but a “G” Thang	is	by	far	the	definitive	scholarly	work	on	
gangsta	rap	music	and	culture.
Bucknell	University	 James	Braxton	Peterson
